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Souping up CD Burners 


higher speed with different firmware 


By Harry Baggen 


Not only can you soup up cars, scooters and mopeds, you can also soup 
up computer equipment. Running CPUs at clock rates higher than what 
they were originally intended to use has become a popular sport. However, 
not everyone realises that various types of CD burners can also be 
‘upgraded’ to better or faster versions. 


Nowadays, a CD writer (or ‘burner’, 
as it has come to be commonly 
known) is practically a standard 
component of a modern computer. 
CD-R disks are dirt cheap, and a CD 
burner is the ideal means for trans- 
ferring large volumes of data 
between computers, making back- 
ups of programs and files, making 
audio CDs with compilations of your 
favourite tunes and generating MP-3 
CDs. 

The pace of development with CD 
burners has been so fast in recent 
years that a new model with even 
higher speed appears every few 
months. Among owners of older 
models, this gives rise to the urge to 
acquire a faster model. 

Clever computer users have figured 
out that just as with processors, it’s 
quite possible to fiddle around with 
CD burners in order to extract a bit 
more speed. With some older mod- 
els, such as certain Yamaha units, 
this involves making some changes 
to the printed circuit board. How- 
ever, nowadays the majority of the 
modifications involve making adap- 
tations to the firmware, which you 
could regard as the ‘BIOS’ of the CD 
burner. If you use different firmware, 
the CD burner will act like a different 
model. This is possible because 
there are only a limited number of 
manufacturers of mechanisms and 
electronics for CD burners. The inter- 
nals of different types of CD burners 
are sometimes so similar that a sim- 
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ple firmware change is all that is 
needed to obtain a different speed. 
For example, an 8¥ Sony unit (CRX- 
140E) can be upgraded to a 10¥ unit 
by ‘flashing’ it with the firmware 
from an HP burner (which has a Sony 
drive on the inside). 

There are two sites that have col- 
lected a number of modifications for 
CD burners: CD Media World [1] 
and CDR-Info [2]. 

It is certainly interesting to experi- 
ment with such modifications. How- 
ever, we must warn you of possible 
damage to the burner. It may hap- 
pen that after you have flashed your 
burner with different firmware, it 
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will no longer respond at all and cannot be 
restored to its original state. Consequently, 
you should preferably try this trick with an 
old burner that you have already written off. 
That way, if anything goes wrong, you can 
just buy a new one! 

(015081-1) 


Internet-Addresses: 

[1] CD Media World: 
http://www.cdmediaworld.com/ 
hardware/cdrom/cd_modifications.shtml 

[2] CDR-Info: 
http://www.cdr-info.com/tips/ 
hardware_oc.shtml 
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